
C ertification for teachers 
and teaching assistants 

in New York state

W H AT YOU NEED 

TO KNOW A B O U T

For re - o rder info rm a t i o n , call (800) 342-9810.
Ask for the Publications Depart m e n t .

This bro c h u re was prep a red in collab o ration with
N Y S U T ’s Research and Educational Serv i c e s
D ep a rtment and the New Member Pro gra m

F O R M O R E I N F O R M AT I O N
NYSUT offe rs a va ri e t y of materials to help

n ew members . Your union can make these items
ava i l able at stra t e gic times during the ye a r.

For more information about your union and
how your colleagues can help you build a suc-
cessful career, contact your union representative
or your local president.

w w w. ny s u t . o rg

What you need to know 
about certification

Incidental Te a c h i n g

G e n e ra l ly, a cert i fied teacher cannot teach outside
his or her cert i fication are a . H oweve r, the state
Commissioner of Education may grant a district perm i s-
sion to assign a teacher to teach a subject outside her
or his area if no cert i fied teacher is ava i l abl e ,d e s p i t e
ex t e n s i ve re c ruitment effo rt s , and the teaching time
does not exceed fi ve cl a s s room hours a we e k .This is
k n own as “incidental teach i n g .”

R e v o c a t i o n

A teach e r ’s cert i ficate may be revo ked by the state
for conviction of a crime or an act indicating lack of
“ good moral ch a ra c t e r,” s u ch as physical or sex u a l
abuse of a student or minor; s a l e , p o s s e s s i o n , or use of
illegal dru g s ; a ny crime committed either on sch o o l
p ro p e rty or while in the perfo rmance of teach i n g
d u t i e s ; or other acts which bring into question the
t e a ch e r ’s “ good moral ch a ra c t e r.”Under Pa rt 83 of
C o m m i s s i o n e r ’s Regulations, a hearing is re q u i re d
b e fo re the cert i ficate can be revo ke d .

As you know, New York re q u i res public school teachers and teaching assis-
tants to be certified by the State Education Department. On Feb. 2, 2004, new
certification re q u i rements came into effect, which complicated things a bit. 

This helpful bro c h u re describes the certification process for those teachers
who obtained their provisional certification by Feb. 1, 2004, as well as those
who applied for initial certification after Feb. 2, 2004. 

It also details the re q u i rements for certification as a teaching assistant before
and after Feb. 2, 2004.

( C o n t i nued from inside)
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I t ’s y o u r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

Keep in mind that it is an individual’s
responsibility to maintain cert i fi c a t i o n .
M e m b e rs are stro n g ly urged to maintain a cert i-
fication file including copies of all tra n s c ri p t s ,
c e rt i ficates and commu n i c a t i o n s .

M e m b e rs can ch e ck their individual New
Yo rk state cert i fication file and obtain compre-
h e n s i ve cert i fication info rmation on the Offi c e
of Te a ching Initiatives Web site at w w w.
h i g h e re d . ny s e d . gov / t c e rt.M e m b e rs with specif-
ic questions and e-mail ava i l ability can contact
the SED via e-mail by cl i cking on “Contact Us”
at the Web site.The Office of Te a ch i n g
I n i t i a t i ves can also be contacted by telephone
at (518) 474-3901.

The regulations pertaining to specific situa-
tions re g a rding cert i fication can be diffi c u l t .
Contact your local union president for help. B e
p re p a red to provide your name, Social Securi t y
number and a brief description of the situation.



■ T h ree ye a rs of teaching ex p e rience with the fi rs t
year as a mentored teaching ex p e ri e n c e ;

■ M a s t e r ’s degre e ;

■ CST for the Speech and Language Disabilities cert i-
fication title, if appro p ri a t e ; and 

■ United States Pe rmanent Residence status.
In order to maintain the validity of the pro fe s s i o n a l

c e rt i fi c a t e , an individual will be re q u i red to complete
175 hours of pro fessional deve l o p m e n t , consistent with
the school distri c t ’s Pro fessional Development Plan,
eve ry fi ve ye a rs . Please note that there is no pro fe s s i o n a l
d evelopment re q u i rement for maintaining the validity of
a permanent cert i fi c a t e .

Teaching Assistants

P rior to Fe b . 2 , 2 0 0 4 , a temporary license was the fi rs t
c redential a teaching assistant would hold in New Yo rk
s t a t e .Valid for one year from the date of issuance, n o
m o re than two tempora ry licenses may be issued to an
i n d i v i d u a l .

A teaching assistant would then seek to obtain a c o n-
tinuing certificate by meeting the fo l l owing re q u i re-
m e n t s :

• Complete six semester hours of college study in a
field related to elementary or secondary school serv i c e ;
a n d

• Complete one year of ex p e rience as a licensed
t e a ching assistant or as a cert i fied teach e r.

Valid continu o u s ly, except when the holder has not
been re g u l a r ly employed as a teaching assistant for fi ve
c o n s e c u t i ve ye a rs , a continuing cert i ficate is port abl e
a c ross school districts and BOCES boundaries in the
same way a teaching cert i ficate is port abl e .Although cer-
t i fication re q u i rements ch a n ged on Fe b . 2 , 2 0 0 4 , i n d i v i d u-
als who re c e i ved a tempora ry license effe c t i ve no later

than Fe b . 1 , 2 0 0 4 ,would still be wo rking towa rd a con-
t i nuing cert i ficate under the old re g u l a t i o n s .

N ew re q u i rements for cert i fication apply to candi-
dates who apply on or after Fe b . 2 , 2 0 0 4 , for their fi rs t
t e a ching assistant cre d e n t i a l .An individual seeking cert i fi-
cation would fi rst apply for a L evel I cert i fi c a t e and con-
t i nue through pro gre s s i ve cert i fication leve l s .T h e
re q u i rements and time validity for each of the cert i fi c a t e
types are as fo l l ow s :

Level I Certificate

• Hold a high school diploma or its equiva l e n t ;
• Pass the NYS Assessment of Te a ching Assistant Skills

( ATAS) which tests pro ficiency in basic quantitative and
c o m munication skills;

• Valid for three ye a rs and can be re n ewed one time,
o n ly with a commitment for employ m e n t .

Level II Certificate

In addition to meeting the re q u i rements for the Leve l
I cert i fi c a t e :

• Complete six semester hours of collegiate study
t owa rd meeting the re q u i rements for an associate or bac-
c a l a u reate degree if the application is submitted no later
than Fe b . 1 , 2 0 0 7 ;or nine semester hours of collegi a t e
s t u dy if the application is submitted after Fe b . 1 , 2 0 0 7 ;

• One year of ex p e rience as a teaching assistant;
• Valid for three ye a rs and is not re n ewabl e .

Level III Certificate

In addition to the re q u i rements for the Level II teach-
ing cert i fi c a t e :

• Complete additional semester hours of collegi a t e
s t u dy for a total of at least 18 hours towa rd meeting the
re q u i rements for an associate or baccalaureate degre e ;

• Continu o u s ly valid provided that the re q u i rement of
75 hours of pro fessional development is completed
eve ry fi ve ye a rs .

Pre-professional Certificate

In addition to the re q u i rements for a Level III teach i n g
c e rt i fi c a t e :

• The candidate must be matriculated in a pro gra m
leading to teacher cert i fication or its equiva l e n t , o r
e m p l oyed in a pro gram with an articulation agre e m e n t
with a teacher pre p a ration pro gra m ;

• Valid for fi ve ye a rs and can be re n ewe d .

Te a c h e r s

P rior to Fe b . 2 , 2 0 0 4 , a p ro v i s i o n a l
c e r t i f i c a t e was the fi rst credential an
individual would re c e i ve upon satisfa c-
t o ry completion of all teacher pre p a ra-
tion re q u i re m e n t s .The cert i fi c a t e
ex p i res fi ve ye a rs from the date of
i s s u a n c e , and a permanent cert i fi c a t e
must be obtained within the fi ve - ye a r
p e riod of va l i d i t y.The last prov i s i o n a l
c e rt i ficates we re issued on Fe b . 1 ,
2 0 0 4 .

A p e rmanent certificate is valid for life in the area of
c e rt i fication and would be issued when an individual has
completed the fo l l owing re q u i re m e n t s :

■ S a t i s fied the re q u i rements for the provisional cer-
t i fi c a t e ;

■ Application with fe e ;

■ M a s t e r ’s degree (The graduate study which will
culminate in a graduate degree must be “ f u n c t i o n a l ly
re l a t e d ” to the subject field or grade level in which cert i-
fication is being re q u e s t e d .The term “ f u n c t i o n a l ly re l a t-
e d ”means that the graduate degree pro gram is job-re l a t-
e d , as determined by the Commissioner. ) ;

■ Two ye a rs of teaching ex p e rience in a public or
n o n p u blic school (The teaching ex p e rience re q u i re m e n t
means a minimum of two ye a rs of paid full-time elemen-
t a ry and/or secondary serv i c e . It is possible to combine
d i ffe rent teaching ex p e riences to meet the two - ye a r
re q u i re m e n t s . ) ; a n d

■ United States citizenship or Pe rmanent Resident
s t a t u s .

In addition, the fo l l owing New
Yo rk State Te a cher Cert i fi c a t i o n
Examinations are re q u i red for only
c e rtain cert i fication titles:

■ Content Specialty Test (CST)
in the cert i ficate title; a n d

■ Assessment of Te a ching Skills-
Pe r fo rmance (AT S - P ) ; this is also
k n own as the perfo rmance video.

The cert i fication titles re q u i ri n g
these tests are Pre - K i n d e rg a rten –

grade 6,English (grades 7-12), M a t h e m a t i c s
( grades 7-12),L a n g u ages other than English
( grades 7-12),Social Studies (grades 7-12),
B i o l o gy (grades 7-12), C h e m i s t ry (grades 7-12),
E a rth Science (grades 7-12), P hysics (grades 7-
1 2 ) , and English to speake rs of other Language s .

Please note that cert i fication in career and
t e chnical subjects may not include all the identi-
fied re q u i re m e n t s .

As of Fe b . 2 , 2 0 0 4 ,major ch a n ges occurred in
N ew Yo rk state teacher cert i fi c a t i o n .An initial
c e rt i ficate replaced a provisional cert i ficate as
an entry credential for teaching in New Yo rk
s t a t e , a n d , in turn , individuals holding initial cer-
t i ficates will be wo rking towa rd a pro fe s s i o n a l

c e rt i ficate as their final cre d e n t i a l , not a permanent cer-
t i fi c a t e . In addition,c e rt i fication titles ch a n ged as new
titles we re introduced and others we re focused on more
limited student populations.Please note that cert i fi c a t i o n
in career and technical subjects may not include all of
the fo l l owing re q u i re m e n t s .

In order to re c e i ve an initial certificate, an applicant
must fulfill the fo l l owing re q u i re m e n t s :

■ Application with fe e ;

■ B a c c a l a u reate degre e ;

■ G e n e ral education cours ewo rk core ;

■ Content cours ewo rk core ;

■ Pe d ago gical cours ewo rk core ;

■ Student teaching (Experience as an employe d
t e a cher within the ra n ge of grades and the subject are a
of the cert i fication area may be accepted in lieu of this
re q u i re m e n t . ) ;

■ Passing scores on the Liberal A rts and Sciences
Test (LAST),Assessment of Te a ching Skills-Written (AT S -
W) and a Content Specialty Test (CST) in the cert i fi c a t e
a rea (The Speech and Language Disabilities cert i fi c a t i o n
title does not re q u i re the CST for initial cert i fi c a t i o n ) ;

■ Child Abuse Identification wo rk s h o p ;

■ S chool Violence Prevention wo rk s h o p ; and 

■ Fi n ge r p rint cl e a ra n c e .

Initial cert i ficates are valid for fi ve ye a rs , and the earli-
est effe c t i ve date for individuals holding initial cert i fi-
cates was Sept. 1 , 2 0 0 4 .Within those fi ve ye a rs , an appli-
cant for a p rofessional certificate must have fulfilled the
fo l l owing re q u i re m e n t s :

■ S a t i s fied the re q u i rements for the initial cert i fi c a t e ;

■ Application with fe e ;
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